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Note. — It was expected that a review, by a distinguished scholar, of 
Dr. B. W. Green's "Word-Book of Virginia Folk-Speech, ' would 
appear in this number, but its completion was unavoidably postponed. 
It will be printed in the October number. — Ed. 



The Vestry Book and Register of Bristol Parish, Virginia, 
1720-1789. Transcribed and Published by Churchill Gibson Cham- 
berlayne. Richmond, Va., privately printed 1898. Wm. Ellis Jones, 
Printer. Pp. vii, 419. 

All who are interested in the history of local institutions of Virginia, 
and all of the many thousands who are descended from the persons 
whose names are included in the parish register, owe a debt of gratitude 
to Mr. Chamberlayne, for the publication of this book. The parish was 
to Virginia what the township was to the New England colonies. Not 
only did the vestry provide for matters relating to religious interests; 
but they cared for the poor, apprenticed children, kept up ferries, pro- 
cessioned lands, and had growing tobacco inspected. All of the details 
of business involved in the various functions of the vestry are fully set 
forth in the vestry book, which covers the period 1 720-1 789. 

The register of births and deaths extends from 1685 to 1798. Among 
the well known names which appear, and which have representatives all 
over the United States, are Archer, Anderson, Birchet, Baugh, Bott, 
Boiling, Blick, Bevell, Bentley, Banister, Boisseau, Bland, Batte, Broad- 
nax, Booker, Cureton, Cox, Chappell, Clay, Claiborne, Cameron, Call, 
Eppes, Gower, Green, Gilliam, Gill, Gregory, Hardaway, Herbert, 
Harrison, Hinton, Hatcher, Hamlin, Jones, Jordan, Irby, Kennon, 
Lanier, May, McMurdo, Maitland, Overby, Peterson, Pride, Patillo, Poy- 
thress, Pegram, Peebles, Parham, Royall, Ragsdale, Rowlett, Robertson, 
Rives, Sturdivant, Stith, Starke, Short, Scott, Strachan, Tucker, 
Thweatt, Tatum, Talley, Talbot, Traylor, Wynri, Worsham, Walthall, 
Wyatt and very many others. 

The volume is handsomely printed on good paper, and has one of the 
very best indexes ever prepared. The value of a book like this is 
doubled by such an index. 

Mr. Chamberlayne has made a real addition to Virginia historical 
literature. 



